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Frederick Arnold Kamp er 
Will Be Buried In Merid- 
jan Thursday Morning 


Frederick Arnold Kamper, son 
of the late John W. Kamper, one 
of .Meridian’s early industrialists 
and Mrs. Kamper, died at: the 
residence of his daughter, Mrs. 
Robert Richardson of Jacksonville, 
Fla., Monday at 5 p. m. 

Mr. Kamper. was prominent in 
Meridian for many years and ac- 
tive in banking, social and civic 
circles, handling the estate of his 


father. For tne past seven of 
eight years, he had been engaged 


| as a construction engineer in the 


service of the federal government 
stationed at Fort Benning, Ca. 
and in the Carolinas. For the past 
three years, he supervised the 
construction of MacDill Field in 
Tampa, Fla. 

The deceased is survived by his 
widow, Mrs. Mabel H. Kamper 
of Tampa; another daughter, Mrs. 


Mark Williams of Anniston, Ala.;. 


two sisters, Mesdames R. E. Dear 
of Hazlehurst and E. A. Slaughter 
of Meridian; two brothers, C. C. 
Kamper of Meridian and G. W. 
Kamper of Hattiesburg. 


The remains will reach Meridian l 


Thursday at 1:40 a. m. and be car- 
ried to the Webb Funeral Home. 
Funeral services will be held 
Thursday at 10:30 a. m. from the 
Webb Funeral Home. The Rev. 
Cecil Jones, rector of the St. Paul's 
Episcopal church will officiate. 
Interment will follow in the Mag- 
nolià cemetery. Active pallbearers: 
Paul Brown, G. B. Neville, C. L. 


Gray, W. O. Chipman, R. E. Wil- 


bourn, C. C. Miller, L. D. Myers, 
Julian Holt, E. A. Morrison and 
A. A. Schamber 4. A 
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MEN RESIDENT 
DIES IN FLORIDA 
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Final Summons of: 
One of Meridian’s 
Successful Financiers|! 
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Striking Career Ends With the 
Death of John F. Kamper ` 
at His Home 这 ere， 
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As toppled sheaves they fall, 
O'er-ripened iu the harvest field: 
Tho great ‚grim Reaper takes them all, 
Unending season for his yleld. 

But Over Yonder grows a greater 

store—' 

And He: vonis rich, where. Gart, 
"An 4: 11010) ar Oa la Aer EA ER 
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Today Meridian must again mourn 
the pissing of one of its strong men— 
one of those who struggled with the 
varying fortunes of lifo and achieved a 
success untarnished with a stain, re- 
taining to the end of life the love aud 
respect of his fellow men. "n 

At 2:30 yesterday afternoon John I", 
Kamper, banker and capitalist of this 
city, answered the summons of death. 
Despite the years of ill health, and his 
advanced age of 76 years, the end 
'ecume suddenly at his uomo on tho 
Highlands. 

Yesterday morning Mr. Kampor 
scemed to be reeling unusually well. 
Ho was sitting up, and urged his son 
Arnold to prowoad on a eontemplatod 
business trip to Chicago; but the lat- 
ter decided to postpoue his going for 
another day, at least. Tho collapse | 
camo suddenly, aud ho passed quiotly 
away with his wifo and children at his 
bedside. 

Prominent In Affairs, 

Thus ends n career of exceptional 
ield, 8uecoss and useful citizenship. At tho 
was timo of his death Mr. Kamper was 
of vice president of the First National 
ould Bank of Meridian and the owner of 
ved: variod interests [n this section. 
| The deceased was prominent in 
nost! Masoule circles, and the funeral will 
coul probably bo conducted Friday after- 
mly jnoon under the direction of one or 

moro of tho Masonic bodies, presum- 
ably Mississippi Consistory No. 1 of 
ils- | tho Scottish te =. ， 
lon, | More definite annd 
ten. | funeral arrangement 
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A Successful amory 02” H 
John F. Kamper was born in tho 
historic old city of Bremen, in North- 
ern Germany, July 19, 1841. Ile in- 
herlted all the traits of ' syatematic 
thoroughness which are characteristic 
of the stock from which he came, and À 
applied these successfully in his bustl- 
ness career, 
In 1853, when he was 12 years-of ago 
his parents. emigrated to the United 
States, landing at New Orleans and 


o 


the 
ap- | 900n settling in Mobile. Their trip to 
doq | this country was designed as a visit to 


relatives, but they fell in love with tho 
Now World and decided to remain 
hero. Alter residing for somo years In 
Alabama, they moved to Enterprise, 
er- | Miss., where the parents of Mr. Kam- 
tot | per lived until their death. 
le- . Reared In Mississippi. 
of Because his youth and all his aclivo 
v- Hifo had been spent in this state, Mr. 
le-|Kamper wns ulways proud to bo 
M- | known a8 a Mississippian: nore were 
50 EE loyul to the state’s interests than 
ie, 
LEO His loyalty to Southern intorosts 
al was very practically ‘shown when, on 
^9 | the ontbreak of tho Civil war, ho en- 
ON | listed in the Confederate army as a 
member of Company D, Twelfth Ala- 
bama infantry, serving for four years 
with an excellent record. It was aftor 
the war that Mr. Kamper established 
his residence ut Enterprise, and in 
4. [that town ho became very successtul 
rt in the general merchandise business. 
o Moves To Menidlan. 
nd| in 1900 the deceased decided to 
n. | nova to Meridian, and in this city he | EB NSA 
d | added continual and greater successes |! 
r- | to his business career, gradually ac- |! 
ad | quiring extensive capitalistic interents 
dy {in this section. Ho was vice president 
0- |of the First National Hank of Merid- 
of | jan, aud, for several years before rce- 
ge | slgning, was president of the Clarke 
County Bank, His banking interests |' 
as | also extended to Laurol, Shubuta and 
is | Hattiesburg. 
a His expanding fortunes led him into 
‘td |1be manufacturing fold, with large fn- 
L Af | terest In cotton mf at Stonewall and 
th | Meridian, and also in the Estelio mllis 
at Selma, Ala. ` : 
Yi In his Masonic affiliations he had 
taken the Knight Templar and Scot- 
iB | tish Tite degrees, and was also a 
""|member pf: Hamasa Temple of the 
Mystic Shrine. He also hold member- 
ship in the Order of Elks, the Knights 
of Pythias and other fraternal organ- 
izations, E 
Mourned By Large Family. 
Mr. Kamper was united in marriage 
on May 16, 1863, to Miss Annie R. 
Piele of Mobile, who survives him. 
Other members of his famlly who to- 
day mourn his passing are the three 
sons, C. T. Kamper, Contopa, Miss.: 
G. W, Kamper of Hattiesburg, and 
Arnold Kamper of .Meridian; also‘ 
three daughters, Mrs. RO. Smith, i 
Mrs. E. A. Slaughter and Mps. R. T. 


Dear, all of Meridian. 
: 
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In anticipation of the end which he 
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knew could not. be very far ct, Mr. 
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Kamper bad recently’ orected 1 fine 
mausoleutu in Rose Hill cemetery; and 
thero ho will bà fala to Ale Tinal earth. 
ly rest, d E 
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KAMPER LINE AS FAR AS WE HAVE RECORDS IN AMERICA: 


GEORGE WILHELM KAMPER born 6-30-1817 in Lemferde, Germany, died 7-12-1889. 
Buried in Enterprise, Miss. (Information gotten off grave) 


GESIENE WILHELMINE VOLKENING, wife of Wilhelm Kamper born May 19, 1815 in 
Vegesack, Germany. Died November 20, 1889. Buried in Enterprise, Miss. (In- 
formation gotten off grave.) Gesiene Wilhelmine Volkening's mother's maiden ` 
name WEBBER . 


SEVEN CHILDREN 


In 1853 they came to America, the voyage being made on one of the old time sailing 
vessels, the "Ocean" and ninety days being consumed in making the trip. They 
landed safely in the city of New Orleans, and finally located in Mobile, Alabama. 
The trip to America was to visit relatives, pleased with the country, decided to 
stay. Family was left in States and father went back and settled up business in 
Germany. They owned a "tanning factory" in Germany. 


(1) Louisa Kamper married George Volkening 


(2) John Frederick Kamper, born Bremem, Germany 1841 married Hannah Rebecca 
Piele. | 


(3) Anna Kamper married (1) Harry Chambers (2) John Meyers. She was born 
in 1843 Shoenbeck, Germany 


(4) Addeline Elizabeth Kamper, born 1851 Vegesack, Germany married J. Freddie 
Bushman 


(5) Frederick William Kamper married Margaret Bangle (Koster's adopted) 
(6) August Kamper married Melissa Smith 
(7) Girl (?) 


(Information on the above seven children follows) 


(Mrs. Harry Causey has in her possession a photo of a very charming lady which 
has written on the back "Mrs. Belmont (sister to George Wilhelm Kamper), which 
was made by Oltmann Jaburg, Vegesack, Germany (Neven-trasse No. 1.d,) 


CHILDREN OF GEORGE WILHELM KAMPER AND GESIENE WILHELMINE VOLKENING 
(1) Louisa Kamper married George Volkening 

Bertie Volkening 

Fred Volkening 

Will Volkening 


Gesina Wilhelmine Volkening born 1869, Enterprise, Miss., married in 1884 | 
to Henry Malone | 


. Rhonie Volkening married Lizzie Payne in 1896, 2nd marriage Quinley - 2 chld. 
Annie Gesina Volkening born 1873 Enterprise married in 1893 to Lee Adams. 
Charley Volkeing (Volking) married 

Joe Volking 
Henry Volking 


(2) John Frederick Kamper, born in the historic old city of Bremen, in northern 
Germany, July 19, 1841. Came to America with parents 1853. He married Hannah 
Rebecca Piele(born Sept. 20, 1841, in Mobile, Alabama,)in Old Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Mobile, Alabama on May 16, 1863, Hannah Rebecca Piele, daughter of Christian 


and Katherine (Tulkon) Piele of Mobile, Alabama. They have eight children: 


Ellen Kamper, John Frederick Kamper, Jr,, Mary Julian (Mamie) Kamper, 
Charles Christian Kamper, George William Kamper, Annie Rebecca Kamper, Katie Mae 
kamper and Frederick Arnold Kamper. 


John Frederick Kamper died in Meridian,Mississippi February 1917. He is buried 
in Magnolia Cemetery in Meridian, Mississippi. 


Hannah Rebecca Piele Kamper died October 9, 1918 and is buried in Magnolia 
Cemetery in Meridian, Mississippi. 


(Record of deaths in Mobile County during yellow fever list 1844 William 
Piele, do not know if this is Hannah Rebecca's father or not, we do know she had 
one brother named William Piele. Search will continue to check on the Piele- 
Tulkon line) 


The following information taken from Mississippi Supplemental Volume 4, edited by 
Dunbar Rowland L.L.D., page 169) 


John Frederick Kamper, banker and capitalist, is one of the well known in- 
fluential citizens of the city of Meridian and has been in a significant 
sense the architect of his own fortunes, while he has shown the sterling 
characteristics of the sturdy race from which he is sprung, being a scion of 
stanch German stock. He was born in the historic old city of Bremen, in 
northern Germany July 19, 1841 and is a son of George Wilhelm and Gensine 
Wilhelmine (Volkening) Kamper the former of whom was born in Lemforde, a town 
of Hanover Prussia, while the latter was born in Bremen, her father having been 
a valiant soldier under General Blucher during the Franco-Prussion war. John 
F. Kamper was reared to the age of 12 in his fatherland in whose excellent 
schools he secured his early educational discipline. 


John Frederick Kamper has large and varied capitalistic interests in the state. 
Vice-President of First National Bank, President of Clarke County bank for a 
number of years. Holds banking interest in Laurel, Shubuta, and Hatties burg, 
Miss. Interest in cotton mills in Stonewall and Meridian-Estelle Mills at Selma, 
Alabama. Democratic party - Masonic order in which he has taken the Commandery 
degrees, being a member mystic shrine, member Benevolent and Protective Orders 

of Elks and the Knights of Pythias and various other organizations. 


MONTGOMERY ARCHIVES RECORD, Record roll of Co. "D" 12th Alabama Infantry filed 
and listed John Kamper, private enlisted May 27, 1861 Mobile, Alabama. 


(Anna Rebekah Kamper Floyd looks just like picture of her Grandmother 
Hannah Rebecca Piele to me, she says that everyone always said that she looked 


like her father, Charles Christian Kamper, and that he looked liked his mother, 
so - ) - J. Agnew 


(3) Anna Gesina Kamper born 4-20-1843 in Shoenbeck, Germany, died Dec. 1924, 
Enterprise, Mississippi married in 1863 in Mobile, Alabama Harry Chambers, 
2nd marriage May 8, 1870 to John Meyers (1846 Bremen, Germany, died 2-2-1928, 
Enterprise, Miss. 

| Harry George Chambers born 1864 in Mobile, Ala., d. 7-24-1927 


Addeline Marie Louise ("Love") Chambers born 1868 Mobile, Alabama, died 
9-22-1950 Meridian, Miss. married Thomas Brunner Davis. 
William Thomas Davis, born 1894, Enterprise, Miss. 
Genevive Davis Causey married Harry Causey 
Rev. Richard Wayne Causey 
Dr. Harry Gene Causey 
Anna Davis married G.J. Richey 


Dorothy Richey Murphee 


(Cont'd next page) 
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CHILDREN OF JOHN FREDERICK KAMPER AND HANNAH REBECCA PIELE: 


(1) Ellen Kamper 

(2) John F. Kamper, Jr. 

(3) Mary Julian (Mamie) Kamper 
(4) CHARLES CHRISTIAN KAMPER 
(5) George William Kamper 

(6) Annie Rebecca Kamper 

(7) 
(8) 


Katie Mae Kamper 
Frederick Arnold Kamper y ie Ve a AT Ze? Kali vo belt hen 


(1) Ellen died single 
(2) John Frederick, Jr. died single 


(3) Mary Julian (Mamie) Kamper born 1867 in Mobile, Alabama married in 1885 
to Charles Preston Blanks(lst marriage) (2nd marriage R.0.Smith) 


Three children Jane,.Dorothy, and Pauline Blanks. (Jane and Dorothy 
died very young) 


Pauline Blanks married Claxton McDarris - three children 


Charles Claxton McDarris married Mary Louise Sisk - two chld. 
(Living in "Olanda ',Fla 1967) C.C. McDarris III 
Martha Jane McDarris 


Herbert McDarris married Mary » 3 chld., Polly, David, John. 


Martha McDarris married William Moore - 3 sons - Richard, Robert,John. 
(Living in Lakeland, Fla 1967) 


(4) CHARLES CHRISTIAN KAMPER born December 31, 1869 in Enterprise, Miss., 
son of John Frederick and Hannah Rebecca Piele Kamper. Married October 23,1891 
in Covington, Kentucky to 
(1) Cora Ross Smith born 2-11-1871 Georgetown, Kentucky daughter of 
Martha Susan Shropshire and Dr. Robert Oden Smith. 


Charles Christian Kamper and Cora. Boss Smith Kamper buried in Enterprise, 
Mississippi. Charles Christian Kamper (12-31-1869 / 12-6-1961) and Cora Ross 
Smith Kamper (2-11-1871 / Feb. 1910) had six children: 


(2) October 28, 1918 Charles Christian Kamper married Sarah Lula Powe 
McCaa. No children. Sarah Lula Kamper died October 29, 1941, Meridian, Miss., 
buried in Enterprise, Mississippi 


Children of Charles Christian Kamper and Cora Ross Smith as follows: 


Children of John Frederick Kamper and Annie Rebecca Piele Kamper (cont'd) 


(7) 


(8) 


Katie Mae Kamper born May 28, 1878 (?) married 2-24-1897 Enterprise, Miss. to 
Robert E. Dear. - 4 children 


John Earl Dear born 1898, Enterprise, Miss. died 
Robert William Dear, born Apr. 14,1900, Enterprise, Miss., died 
Miriam Rebecca Dear born Apr. 6,1903, Enterprise, Miss., married Percy Young, 
two children - Percy Young died | 
Betty Young m. J.W. Hurt -- 1 son Jimmy Hurt 
Bobby Young (12-8-1929) m. Berta Mae Brown - no chld. 


Katherine Elizabeth Dear born 1910 Enterprise, Miss., divorced, no chld. 


Frederick Arnold Kamper, born 8-26-1880, Mobile, Ala, died 11-17-1941 in 


Jacksonville, Florida, married Nov. 5, 1901 Mabel Dain Harkin (b. 10-31-1882, 
Meridian, Miss., d. 8-3-1965) Both buried in Meridian, Miss. 


Two children - daughters 


J [nd 
Franc Elese Kamper (b. Nov 1905, died 1955) m. R. A.Richardson, two 
children - Robt. A. Richardson, Jr. - 5 chld. 


Mrs. Mary Dain Richardson Coleman - Chas. Coleman 


Dain Kamper (b. 1-5-1916) married Mark Johnson Williams, Jr on January 28, 
1938 in Montgomery, Alabama - two daughters - 


Niena Dain Williams (2-12-1943) m. James F. Goodwin | Vn a 


athryn Dain Goodwin, (b. Aug. 1967). ~ : 
Juber I nuno ip el - Sey 1767 X 


Nancy Ann Williams (b. 12-21-1945 - A senior at Auburn Uni versity,Ala) 
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. Cincinnati was the Queen City. Mr | 


~ for their new town. Mr. Scott sug- 


The late John H Kamper, raerchant at H j 

ge "Ni Ny Tu ant : nterprise, 
and father of C. C. Kamper, Meridian, had the Ee 
of locating and naming Laurel, Miss., in about 1883. He 
obtained his idea when he noticed a beautiful laurel bush 


^ 


in full bloom. a: 

The contractor who was building; Mr. Scott ‘Stayed with the mill p 
a section of the NO&NE railroad about threg vears, then selling his 
failed to finish it. Mr. Kamper interest to the elder Kamper. Soon. 
contacted Major Whinery, the , Louie Lewin, Cincinnati, bought an |: 
road's chief surveying engineer, | interest in the then-called Kamper i 
offering to compiete the project, jand Lewin mill. It bad yearly 
saying he had the necessary mules | contracts to furnish yellow pine for 
and aquipment. The major ezreed. | the C&Q railroad. As long as he 
Mr. Kamper told his sons, C. C. lived. John Scott never failed to. 
Kamper, 11, and Will Kamper 3, ; mail a yearly pass to Mr. Kamper. 
that if they wanted to make some | A second, the Kingston Mill. was 
money, they could get up early | started at Kingston, a mile above 
the next morning, hitch a mule to ;;Laurel, and another mill, No. 2, 
the dump cart and drive to Lention;:was opened two miles south of 
cut, about six miles north of En- |:Laurel. Sometime later, Mr. Kam-. 
terprise. The boys worked two j'per’s health began to fail and he 
months, filling in the road beds. ! and Mr. Lewin dissolved partner- 
They drove the carts and Negroes | ship. The former sold his No. 1, 
loaded and unloaded them. The | T.aurel mill. to Eastman and Gard+ 
Negroes laid the crossties and, ner. C. C. Kamper went to Laurel 
rails. When the road was com-'to settle the last railroad orders 
pleted to Ellisville, Jones county ‚and sold No. 2 mill. He then went 
soat, the father asked the two sons | to Hattiesburg where his brother, 

| 


ta go there with him to locate ao W. Kamper, had a mill which 
sawmill site. They went to the ! was later sold to Brick Hemphill, 
Hourthouse and chose what is now man un ET T we. 
Laurel. , ( 
After the miU was started there, | 
Mr. Kamper began to cut and ship | 
railroad materials on the new road. | 
Later, he went to Cincinnati to see | 
John Scott. the Cincinnati Southern | 
and the Alabama Great Southern 
railroad president, The English | 
svndicate owning the AGS, soon | 
ahsorbed the NOSNE. The latter |, - 
road. extending from New Orleans |; 
to Cincinnati, was called the Queen 
and Crescent route as New Orleans 
was shaped like a crescent and |) 
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Scott told Mr, Kamper that his 
brother. Ed Scott, who had just | 
arrived from India, wanted a job. || 
fr. Kamper gave the latter a posi- 
tion in the sawmill, presented him 
with a small interest in the mill 
to allow him to work his way up . 
in the organization. One day while 1. : 
walking, the elder Mr. Kamper |; : 
and Mr. Scott discussed a name | . ， 


gested calling if Kamperville but | : 
Mr. Kamper refused. While look- |! 
ing over the forest, Mr. Kamper | 
saw the laurel blaoms and said 
We'll name it KUER gut 
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In the long-long ago, 
flourishing in a major way 1 
man in that town w 
the creation and formation 
spot-of-spots in all the ian 
‚.. As we have o 

converse as to way 
day when a mighty city 
whay. He knew the vita 
to consideration the Old Mobile a 
roads. At his own expense, 
and maps drawn up ol the 
came the victim of doctrina. 
‘this man would présen 
only to have it turned 
were suggestions, presen 
nally, unable to inspire his 
[work ... "Gentlemen," sai 
is not my wish to say 
enough. I am leaving 
it was that the late John Kamper 
the early-day growth and expansion 
-leondition of this earthly lite, 
lin Magnolia Cemetery today is 


mains of the late John Kamper. 
exactly the same as 
‘lof John Kamper loo 
‘tthe home-conung plan 
.,. There are John Kampers 
ing to put community welfare 
.]ie plandit. The same is true ol 

likewise true of other places. 
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ho was dedicate 
of a permanent tradition. To h 
d. He had, as it were, an aifection 
tained the story, this man was never too busy to 
s-means of building the community. He visioned a 
the banks of the Chiexasa- 
tation and therefore toox in- 
d the N. O. & N. E., rail- 
t and named 


as that he be- 


would rise along 
1 key was transpor 
nd Ohio an 
he had streets-avenues laid ou 
future great city. Then it w 
ire men... It is said that time aiter.time, 
a worthy proposal 
Again and again there 
haut proper regard. Fi- 
ts, he tired of his 
long ago, ‘‘it 
I have had 


t what he 
down and/or neglected. 
ted but written off wit 
fellows as to his concep 
d he in substance on a day 
I have got to say today. But 
Enterprise community never to return" ... Thus 


considered to be 


D MERIDIAN 


(BY C. B PHILLIPS OF STAR EDITORIAL STAFF} | 


came to Meridian. contributed 


when the buds of growth still showed signs of 
n Enterprise community, there lived a 
d to its progression and devoted to 


im, it was the! 3 
for it! 


to 


of Our Town and finally. as is the 
went along to his spiritual reward ... 
a mausoleum containing the last re- 


But in Enterprise, there is another, 


in Meridian. Who knows but that the spirit 


ks with tolerance and wat : 
s of Enterprise to be held on date of July 


in Our Town today. 
before personal gain or 
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desire for pub- 
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Jackson and Birmingham and ‚other |' 
tney utilized the abilities of, 
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